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HOME SMOKE ALARMS  

Smoke alarms (detectors) must be located properly in order to provide early warning of fires. 

They should be located at the following locations: 

 In every bedroom 

 In hallways outside of bedrooms     

 At the top of stairs inside the home 

 On each level if dwelling has two or more levels 

Smoke alarms should not be located: 

 Near heaters or heater vents 

 Directly outside bathroom doors 

 In kitchens 

 In garages 

 

Dust, water vapor and cooking can activate smoke alarms. Smoke alarms should not be located 

in areas where these materials are produced. 

Mounting Guidelines (For new smoke alarms, please follow manufacturer’s installation 

instructions)  

 Smoke alarms should be located on smooth flat ceilings if possible. 

 If mounting on sloped ceilings, smoke alarms should be placed near the peak (top) of the 

ceiling. 

 Smoke alarms on ceilings should not be placed closer than 4 inches to the adjoining wall. 

 If the smoke alarm must be mounted on the wall near the ceiling, the top of the alarm 

should be placed within 4 to 12 inches of the ceiling. 
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Once installed, be sure to test your smoke alarm monthly and replace batteries twice a year (as 

part of Daylight Savings).   

Note: For all dwelling units intended for human occupancy, for which a building permit is issued 

on or after January 1, 2014, for alterations, repairs, or additions exceeding one thousand dollars 

($1,000), the permit issuer shall not sign off on the completion of work until the permittee 

demonstrates that all smoke alarms required for the dwelling unit are devices approved and 

listed by the Office of the State Fire Marshal (OSFM) pursuant to Health and Safety Code 

Section 13114. To determine if your smoke alarm is approved by the OSFM go to:   

http://www.fire.ca.gov/OSFM/licensinglistings/licenselisting_bml_searchcotest.php    

 

Additionally, as addressed in the 2013 CA Residential Code, section R314.3.3, conventional 

ionization smoke alarms that are solely battery powered shall be equipped with a ten year battery 

and have a silence feature.  

Lastly, Effective July 1, 2015, all battery operated smoke alarms that are sold in California will 

be required to have a nonreplaceable, nonremovable battery that is capable of powering the 

smoke alarm for at least 10 years.  

Please feel free to contact the Belmont Fire Protection District at (650) 595-7492 for any further 

questions. 
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